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Passenger Vessel Industry Day 2012 

 Meeting Summary  
 
Passenger vessel industry day was held on March 8th, 2012, at UMASS Dartmouth 
Advanced Technology & Manufacturing Center in Fall River, MA. More than 100 people 
were in attendance for the event this year. That is an outstanding turnout and we 
thank all of you for taking time out of your busy spring schedules!  The overall 
response to this event was worthwhile and valuable.   
 
The following numbered items provide a brief summary of the different topics 
covered. Although we attempted to answer each question during the meeting, we left 
with a few unanswered questions.  The answers to those questions can be found 
within this meeting summary.  Additionally, contact information for presenters on 
each topic is provided on the last page.  If you forgot a handout or would like to view 
any of the presentations given, all of the information presented may be found on the 
Homeport website.  Go to homeport.uscg.mil and click “Port Directory” at the top of 
the page.  From the “Select Coast Guard Unit” drop down menu select “Southeastern 
New England (Providence)”.  When the page loads, scroll down and select “Domestic 
Vessel Inspections”, then select “Small Passenger Vessel Industry Day 2012”. 
 
1. Introductions/Logistics: 

 Mr. Carl Moberg briefly discussed the schedule of events for the day, 
housekeeping items, the area of emphasis for this year’s meeting, and then 
facilitated introductions for everyone in attendance. 

 
2. Welcome:  Sector Commander and Officer in Charge Marine Inspections    (OCMI) –  

CAPT Verne Gifford and CDR Paul Lattanzi: 
 Sector Commander, CAPT Verne Gifford, spoke about the Sector’s recent focus 

on training and preparing for the worst case scenario of a Mass Rescue 
Operation (MRO). CAPT Gifford also offered his phone number (508) 274-9825 
to all present.  

 Officer in Charge Marine Inspection (OCMI), Commander Paul Lattanzi, covered 
the objectives of the meeting and discussed the Coast Guard’s responsibility to 
help vessel operators comply with requirements and reduce economic impacts 
where possible.  
 

3. Marine inspection updates:  LCDR John Humpage 
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 Please see the handout. 
  

4. Stability Changes/Current Status – Mr. Carl Moberg  
 Breakdown of fleet status 
 Variable Load Discussion 

 Master’s Responsibility 
 Variable Load example calculations 

 
5. Case Studies – Heavy Weather – Capt. Wyeth Lilley & Capt. Greg Gifford 

 M/V FREEDOM 
o Lessons Learned 

a. Weather was worse than the forecast 
b. Crew was highly trained and reacted quickly 
c. Master delegated notifications to shore side personnel, allowing 

him to focus on vessel control. 
 M/V IYANOUGH 

o Lessons Learned 
a. Ride was fine prior to the accident 
b. Significant wave height is less than the highest wave height 
c. Reverse wave energy contributed to the accident 
 

6. Waterways Management Updates – Mr. Ed LeBlanc 
 Marine Events for 2012 
 New anchorage areas 
 AIS Changes 
 Wind farm updates 

 
7. Distracted Operations – Mr. Tom Walker 

 Cell Phone Use 
 Texting  
 Examples of distracted operations 
 Company cell phone use policy 

 
8. Investigations Updates – LT Jim Pritchard 

 Statistical Analysis 
 Penalties for distracted operations 

 
9. Regional Exam Center Updates – Mr. Nick Petronzio 

 Regional Exam Center functions 
 Medical Issues 
 TWIC 

 
 
 

10. Closing Remarks – CDR Lattanzi  
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Your “questions and concerns”, our action items: 
 
1. How does Rules of the Road 9(b) apply to kayaks, paddleboards and other small 

contrivances in channels. 
 

ANS: Rule 9(b) states that “A vessel of less than 20 meters in length or a 
sailing vessel shall not impede the passage of a vessel which can safely 
navigate only within a narrow channel or fairway.” In order to determine 
if this rule is applicable we must define “vessel”. Rule 3 states that “The 
word “vessel” includes every description of water craft, including 
nondisplacement craft and seaplanes, used or capable of being used as a 
means of transportation on water;” This means that kayaks, 
paddleboards and other small contrivances are considered vessels and 
shall not impede the passage of vessels that can only operate safely 
within the channel. 

 
2. 46 CFR 160 sets the requirements for primary lifesaving. With the increase in 

AAWPP will current primary lifesaving devices be de-rated? 
 

ANS: No, not for existing equipment. The assumed occupant weights for 
approval of lifeboats, rescue boats, and life rafts in 46 CFR Subchapter Q 
was recently increased, consistent with the IMO Life Saving Appliances 
Code, to 82.5 kg. However, this will apply only to new equipment. This 
was completely independent of the increase in passenger weight for 
small passenger vessels, and for different reasons. 

 
3. Is there any possibility of getting a refund for TWIC cards for those who no 

longer need them? 
  
  ANS: No 

 
4. How will the Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2010 affect the use of buoyant 

apparatus or life floats? 
   

ANS: At present, the Coast Guard is in the process of initiating a 
rulemaking project to execute the statute.  In the hierarchy of survival 
craft, an inflatable buoyant apparatus (IBA) is the lowest-level craft that 
complies with the statutory mandate, so a 1-for-1 replacement of IBA for 
Life Float (LF)/Buoyant Apparatus (BA) would of course be acceptable at 
any time; but in a rulemaking, we may be able to provide additional 
flexibility, as is already done in some subchapters, by using the 
"overload" capability of the IBA as the basis for a lesser carriage 
requirement. 
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There's been some Congressional interest in this, in response to reactions 
from constituents, including a provision in the House version of the CG 
Authorization bill under development that would require us to do a 
report on the need for the change, which could possibly have an impact 
on the timing or even the requirement itself.  For the time being, 
though, the Coast Guard is proceeding on the basis that as of 1 Jan 2015, 
LF/BA will no longer be acceptable to meet any survival craft carriage 
requirements, by law. 
 
Because it's a statutory requirement, we will really not have any 
flexibility with regard to implementing it.  Anyone with LF/BA as survival 
craft as of 1 Jan 2015 will be out of compliance, regardless of pending 
orders, etc.  Waivers, extensions, etc. will NOT be an option. 

 
5. Is the use of an EPIRB, Digital Selective Calling (DSC) radio, and Automated 

Identification System (AIS) redundant and unnecessary? 
 
ANS: While the answer may seem simple about redundancy there are a 
few things to take into consideration. First, the EPIRB is only required 
for vessels going over 3 miles from shore and is only an emergency 
device designed to enable rescuers to locate you once your boat has 
gone under. Second, almost all fixed mount radios built after 1999 were 
required by the FCC to be DSC equipped. While a DSC radio that has 
been registered with the FCC and connected to a GPS to give its location 
and identity automatically when used is an excellent tool it doesn't work 
without an antennae or power and goes down with the ship. It can 
perform similar functions to the EPIRB while performing its primary 
function as your radio but it does have those short falls we spoke of 
earlier. Thirdly, the AIS is only required within Vessel Traffic System 
area's set forth in 33 CFR 161.12(c) and are used to manage vessel traffic 
not call for assistance.  

 
6. Are CPR/First Aid certifications required for a license? 

 
ANS: First Aid and CPR are required for an original license, but are not 
required for a renewal. Further details can be found in 46 CFR 
11.205(e). 
 

7. What tier are we on for EPA emissions regulations? When is the next tier 
happening? 

 
ANS: As of 01 January 2011 we entered Tier II of the EPA emissions 
regulations. The next phase, Tier III, begins on 01 January 2016. For 
further information please see the posted documents: Joint Letter, 
Annex VI MOU, and Policy Letter 09-01. 
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Contact Information 
 

 24 Hour Command Center – (508) 457-3211 (Emergency, Search and Rescue, Marine 
Casualty Reporting, Security Incident, or on call Inspectors / Investigators) 
 

 To schedule an inspection – (401) 435-2335.  Fax number (401) 435-2382 
 

 Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection (OCMI) - CDR Paul Lattanzi 
(401) 435-2311 Paul.R.Lattanzi@uscg.mil 

   
 Chief, Inspection Division (CID) - LCDR John Humpage 

(401) 435-2350 John.P.Humpage@uscg.mil 
   

 Chief, Vessel Inspection Branch – Mr. Carl Moberg 
(401) 435-2354 Carl.R.Moberg@uscg.mil 

 
 Chief, Facility Inspection Branch (TWIC) – ENS Christie Smith 

 (401) 435-2363 Christie.L.Smith3@uscg.mil  
 

 District Drug and Alcohol Program Inspector (DAPI) – LT Brian Hall 
(401) 435-2330 Brian.M.Hall@uscg.mil 

 
 Supervisor, Marine Safety Detachment Cape Cod – LCDR Paul Mangini 

(508) 968-6556 Paul.J.Mangini@uscg.mil  
 
 Supervisor, Marine Safety Detachment New Bedford – LT Eric Runyon 

(508) 999-0072 Eric.Runyon@uscg.mil 
 

 Chief, Investigation Division – LT James Pritchard 
(401) 435-2362 James.G.Pritchard@uscg.mil 
 

 Chief, Waterways Management Division – Mr. Ed Leblanc 
(401) 435-2351 Edward.G.LeBlanc@uscg.mil  

 
 Chief, Environmental Response Branch – LT Amber Ward 

(401) 435-2348 Amber.S.Ward@uscg.mil  
 

 Command Center Supervisor – LT Bryan Swintek 
(508) 457-3264 Bryan.Swintek@uscg.mil  

 
 First District Passenger Safety Specialist – Mr. Thomas Walker 

(617) 223-8442 Thomas.J.Walker@uscg.mil 
 

 Supervisor, Regional Exam Center Boston – Mr. Nicholas Petronzio 
(617) 223-3050 Nicholas.C.Petronzio@uscg.mil 


